
Southern Illinois Power Cooperative 

Closure and Decontamination Completion Report for Emery Pond at Marion Power Station 

Illinois Administrative Code 35 Sections 845.740(e) and 760(e) 

SIPC has completed the closure of Emery Pond by removal. The documents attached to this report 

confirm completed closure and decontamination activities and support the certification of closure and 

decontamination.  CCR removal, decontamination and disposal activities were completed in general 

accordance with 40 CFR Section 257.102. To comply with federal deadlines, removal, decontamination 

and disposal of CCR from the former Emery Pond occurred prior to approval of the closure plan 

submitted to IEPA pursuant to VN negotiations  and prior to the effective date of 35 Illinois 

Administrative Code 845 and thus prior to  notice of later adopted Part 845 requirements that became 

applicable to closures performed after the effective date, but CCR removal and decontamination  

activities were generally consistent with Part 845 as later adopted  and the Emery Pond closure plan as 

well. The following documents, which confirm completion of the Emery Pond closure and 

decontamination activities, are attached to this report: 

A) Engineering and hydrology reports: 

a. Clarida & Ziegler Engineering Co. CQA reports that document the daily and weekly 

activities during closure, “SIPC Emery Pond Project #20091 On Site Inspection and QAC”. 

b. Holcomb Foundation Engineering Reports, “Daily Field Report Notes”. 

B) Photographs showing pre-project, excavation, and post-excavation views of the Emery Pond 

site. 

C) Written summary in Attachment C of applicable closure requirements and completed activities 

as set forth in the closure plan and Part 845. 

D) Other information relied on to support closure in compliance with the rules and plans, and in 

making the related closure certifications  

a. Topographic diagrams showing the pre and post excavation elevations and amount of 

material removed from Emery Pond and the Gypsum Loadout Area. 

b. Documentation on the installation of a geo-membrane for the non-CCR storm water 

basin that replaced Emery Pond. NOTE – This is not a retrofit since the new storm water 

basin is not a CCR impoundment.  

c. Disposal manifests showing amounts of material removed from the Emery Pond site and 

transported to Perry Ridge Landfill, which is a licensed landfill for storage and disposal of 

RCRA wastes. 

d. Daily weather observations during closure activities. 

E) Decontamination and Closure certification by a qualified professional engineer  

  



Attachment A: 

SIPC Emery Pond Project #20091 On Site Inspection and QAC and Daily Field Report Notes 

  











































 

Attachment B: Photographic Documentation of Closure Activities for Emery Pond 

Prior to beginning of excavation 12/7/2020 

 



During excavation 12/23/2020

 

  



January 28, 2021 

Clay liner being placed, excavation from Emery Pond is complete.

 

  



April 16, 2021 

Installation of geomembrane liner.

  

  



Attachment C: Summary of Closure Requirements and Completed Activities 

1. CCR Removal, Decontamination and Disposal – All visible CCR was removed from the Emery 

Pond site and the former pond area was decontaminated through excavation and related 

activities. Disposal of CCR and other excavated materials, including rip rap, was at a permitted 

disposal facility.  CCR removal, decontamination and disposal was generally consistent with 

applicable rules and the Emery Pond closure plan, for which SIPC did not receive formal 

approval from IEPA until July 15 2021, months after submission of the plan to IEPA and 

completion of the field closure work, which was performed in the winter of 2020/2021 to 

ensure compliance with federal CCR rule deadlines.  On site management of the CCR removal 

and the closure process is described further below. Because the closure activities were 

performed before Part 845 was adopted and thus before 35 IAC 845.740 became effective, the 

closure work did not address and thus did not satisfy certain reporting and other provisions of 

35 IAC 845.740(c) and (d), which were not applicable at the time of the closure work.  However, 

this does not impact the complete removal of CCR from the Emery Pond site, and its proper 

disposal offsite.    

2. Sediment and Erosion Control Measures –all excavation and removal work was done inside the 

foot print of the pond and FGD Load Out Area and did not require sediment and erosion control 

measures as the pond acted to contain all sediment and erosion.   

3. Unwatering - Before CCR sediment was removed, it was unwatered. This water was discharged 

at the existing NPDES discharge.  

4. The remaining sediment was dewatered – The dewatered “water” was sent to an existing tank 

for storage until permitting is obtained for its discharge. 

5. Riprap Excavation – The riprap excavated from the former Emery Pond site was sent to the same 

permitted disposal facility as the excavated CCR. The disposal facility is the Perry Ridge Landfill 

at 6305 Sacred Heart Road, DuQuoin, IL. Manifests for this material are included in Attachment 

D.   

6. FGD Load out Area – Material, including any CCR, was excavated and removed from this area. 

The area was sloped to drain toward the proposed Storm Water Basin to prevent surface water 

run-off. 

7. Permanent Stabilization of Disturbed Areas – the perimeter roadway was stabilized with gravel 

surfacing to minimize wind and water erosion. The roadway was graded to drain toward the 

proposed stormwater basin.  

8. Construct a lined stormwater basin.  The new lined stormwater basin was constructed in the 

foot print of the previous Emery Pond pursuant to a construction permit issued by IEPA. This 

new basin will not receive regulated CCR material and is not a CCR impoundment. Therefore, it 

is not regulated as a retrofit. To relieve potential pressure below the liner, a drainage system 

with pumps was installed beneath the liner. The collected water is pumped into the stormwater 

basin.   

  



Attachment D: Other Information Relied on to Support Closure 

  







































































































































































































































































































































































































Attachment E: Decontamination and Closure Completion Certification 
 
 
 




